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Slide 1: Our main themes 

are (1) seeking and 

following the Lord’s 

wisdom and direction, 

(2) listening to His Word, 

(3) rejoicing in Him, and 

(4) loving and working 

with fellow worshippers 

of the Lord.  How does 

this apply to me/us?  

What can I/we do to 

facilitate this better? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Slide 2: Choose trusted, capable, god-led people for the 

Lord’s critical work. 

Hanani was Nehemiah’s brother who reported the 

problems in Jerusalem to Nehemiah (1:2).  Four of Jesus’ 12 

apostles were brothers.  Mary, Martha, and Lazarus were 

siblings (John chapter 11).  James and Judas, brothers of 

Jesus, wrote the books of James and Jude in the New 

Testament.  Why have family relationships played such a 

significant role in the Lord’s work? 

 

 

Slide 3: In 538 BC, Zerubbabel led about 50,000 Jews to 

return to Jerusalem and rebuild the temple, fulfilling the 

prophecy of Jeremiah regarding the restoration of Israel 

after 70 years of exile (Jeremiah 29:10). 

See Haggai 2:4–5, Slide 5. 

Compare this to the resurrected Jesus telling His 11 

disciples to make disciples of all the nations (Matt 28:18–

20), slide 6. 

The walls of Jerusalem in Nehemiah’s time contained 

about 58 acres, ±. 

 

Slide 4: If we want God to lead us, ask!  Seek, and you 

will find, just like Nehemiah did! 
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Slide 5: In 520 BC, 18 years after Zerubbabel led 50,000 

Jews to return to Jerusalem, Haggai wrote this 

encouragement to those rebuilding the temple (Haggai 

2:4–5), as they restarted construction after a 14-year pause. 

Zerubbabel means “offspring of Babylon”, reflecting his 

birth during the exile.  He is a descendant of King David in 

the kingly line. 

Also, David gave a similar encouragement to Solomon 

when he committed the temple construction to Solomon: 1 

Chron 28:10, 20: “Consider now, for the LORD has chosen you to build a house for the sanctuary; be courageous and act.” 
20 Then David said to his son Solomon, “Be strong and courageous, and act; do not fear nor be dismayed, for the Lord 

God, my God, is with you.  He will not fail you nor forsake you until all the work for the service of the house of the Lord 

is finished.” 

Do we have a similar charter?  See the next slide. 
 

Slide 6, above: Notice the similarity of the charter to 

Zerubbabel and the charter to Christ’s church, to us! 

Slide 7, above: This slide summarizes Neh 7:8–62 and 

compares it to the equivalent listings in Ezra chapter 2.  

About 50,000 people returned with Zerubbabel in 538 BC. 
 

Slide 8, above: No notes. Slide 9, above: “The book of the law of Moses” (8:1) is 

probably Deuteronomy.  Ezra read for about six hours as 

the people attentively listened! 
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Slide 10, above: Now that the wall was completed, all could 

see the Lord was and is with them and, accordingly, 

responded by worshiping the Lord. 

Slide 11, above: 13 men, all Levites, worked to translate 

and explain so all could understand. 

 

 

Slide 12, above: No notes. Slide 13, above: Notice, the first act of worshiping the 

Lord after completing the wall occurred on the day 

commemorating that God would provide deliverance, 

symbolized by the blowing of the shofar, the ram’s horn.  

As they built, blowing the ram’s horn was their rallying 

call to fight and that the Lord would fight for them (Neh 

4:20, next slide). 
 

Slide 14, left: The builders and all of Israel knew the Lord 

protected them as they built the wall! 

 

 

 

 

Slide 15, left: In my opinion, Gen 22:13 likely occurred in 

rut season, when rams sharpen their horns in the fall; 

specifically, Tishri 1, the first day of the seventh month, 

which the Lord later designated as the day of blowing the 

ram’s horn, symbolizing that the Lord would deliver. 

Zacharias (the father of John the Baptist who along with his 

wife Elizabeth hosted Mary for the first 3 months of her 

pregnancy) spoke of the connection between Christ and the 

shofar when his speech returned just after John was born—

“Blessed be the Lord God of Israel, For He has visited us 

and accomplished redemption for His people, And has 

raised up a horn of salvation for us In the house of David 

His servant” (Luke 1:68–69).  
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Slide 16: My picture of Gen 

22:13, my opinion, is that 

Abraham was at the 

location of the future temple 

when he planned to 

sacrifice Isaac (compare Gen 

22:2 and 2 Chron 3:1).  The 

ram caught in the thicket 

probably was near the 

location of the Gihon 

Spring, where there would 

be plenty of water to grow a 

thicket. 

 

 

 

 

 

Slide 17, above: No notes. Slide 18, above: No notes. 

 

 

Slide 19, above: No notes. Slide 20, above: No notes. 

Slide 21, left: Thought prompts: What was the purpose of 

the seventh-day Sabbath?  Does it have a purpose today?  

Will the seventh-day Sabbath be practiced in the Lord’s 

kingdom on earth?  If so, by whom? 
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Slide 22, above: This was like “family camp” on steroids.  

Most likely, people grouped by family and friends, with 

many groupings.  Likely more than 10,000 people.  This 

had to be a great bonding experience with each other and 

with the Lord. 

Slide 23, above: This certainly was one of the greatest 

spiritual revivals ever.  Preceded by prayer and 

opposition, but accompanied by the whole population 

working together for one goal as they sought the Lord’s 

help.  Can/will this happen in our time? 

Ezra appropriately chose Moses’ writings, though they 

weren’t mandatory at this feast until the next Sabbatical 

year started in 443 BC (Deut 31:10–11). 

 

Slide 24, left: Our time here is fleeting.  Seek the Lord! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Slide 25: Timeline 

considerations for 

Nehemiah chapters 7 and 

8: 

1. The workers 

had to see that they 

finished the wall (6:15) on 

the same day as the 24 

division of priests 

finished their last week of 

service: the good hand of 

God was with them. 

2. They all had to 

see that the first 

appointed post-

construction gathering 

was on the day 

celebrating that the Lord would deliver (8:1–12; Yom Teruah), just as He delivered them! 

3. The next day, the first seventh-day Sabbath they kept since construction started (8:13–14), the leaders gathered to 

understand the Law: certainly, an appropriate response to what had happened. 
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4. Responding to the leaders’ proclamation, the whole population celebrated the Feast of Booths with great rejoicing, 

unity, seeking the Lord, and spiritual revival (8:16–18).  

5. The one-day gap to chapter 9 was a Shabbat, where they would apply their newfound love of the Lord before 

commencing the arduous day of confession to and covenanting with God in chapters 9 and 10. 

This timeline starts with the Nisan spring lunar cycle in Artaxerxes’ 20th year, when counted in the Jewish civil calendar 

as Nehemiah had done (compare 1:1 and 2:1).  Spring comes earlier in Persia than near Jerusalem.  Harvesting or eating 

the spring crop is prohibited before the Nisan Wave Offering (Lev 23:10–14).  Consequently, the March 3 to April 1, 444 

BC, lunar cycle was Nisan.  Labeling the next lunar cycle as Nisan would result in a highly unlikely Saturday start of 

construction (2:18), a mismatched Sunday Tishri 2 for gaining insight into the Law (8:13–14), and a mismatched Sunday 

Tishri 23 for breaking the large gathering (gap between 8:18 and 9:1). 

 

Slide 26: Seek, follow, listen, rejoice, 

love, and work.  

What should I/we change to do this 

better? 


